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1. Introduction 
1.2 Purpose of Coordination Plan  

The PA Turnpike / I-95 Interchange Project Public Involvement Coordination Plan (Coordination Plan) 
outlines the process for meeting the public involvement requirements of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and associated laws and regulations. The purpose of the Coordination Plan is to facilitate 
and document structured and meaningful interaction with the public, public officials, community groups, 
and others with an interest in the project. The Coordination Plan also informs the public of how 
coordination will be accomplished and how feedback will be received. 

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) requires that not later than 90 days after the date of 
publication of a Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and for the DRB 
project a Supplemental EIS (SEIS), the lead agency shall "establish a plan for coordinating public and 
agency participation in and comment on the environmental review process for a project." For the PA 
Turnpike/I-95 Interchange Project, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is serving as the lead 
federal agency. 

 

1.3  Project Description 

The PA Turnpike/I-95 Interchange Project is a multi-staged interstate project that will fully connect I-95, 
I-295, and I-276 (PA Turnpike) in Pennsylvania and complete remaining planned sections of the PA 
Turnpike widening and reconstruction. The project also involves the rehabilitation/replacement of the 
Delaware River Bridge (DRB) due to the age of the structure and the need to provide lane continuity 
between the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission (PTC) and the New Jersey Turnpike Authority (NJTA) 
facilities. A Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) was completed, and a Record of Decision (ROD) 
was received for the project in 2003. Subsequent design and construction activities have been led by the 
PTC, in cooperation with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) under FHWA 
oversight. 

Stage 1 of this project was completed, opened to traffic, and now provides a revised routing of I-95 in PA 
and NJ, thereby making I-95 continuous along the east coast from Florida to Maine.  

Stage 2 includes construction of the remaining six proposed interchange ramp movements, the completion 
of mainline reconstruction and widening from two lanes in each direction to three lanes in each direction 
in PA, and associated reconstruction work on I-295. 

Stage 3 includes the rehabilitation/replacement of the DRB and mainline improvements on the bridge 
approaches in PA and NJ within the project limits. Stage 3 is progressing with an Alternatives Analysis to 
evaluate various bridge rehabilitation/replacement options and approach roadway alignments including, 
but not limited to, maintaining the existing alignment, going partially off-alignment, or using a new 
adjacent alignment. The corridor associated with Stage 3 is generally the same corridor evaluated as part 
of the 2003 FEIS. The completed project will achieve design year capacity requirements on the bridge and 
address project needs including lane continuity from the six-lane PA Turnpike mainline just west of Exit 43 
with the six lanes of the New Jersey Turnpike’s Pearl Harbor Extension at MP P0.3. 
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1.4  Purpose 

The 2003 project purpose as documented in the FEIS included the following: 

• Improved I-276 and I-95 linkage for system continuity; 
• Improved I-95 continuity through the Mid-Atlantic Region; 
• Additional capacity for the current I-276 and I-95 connections; 
• Additional I-276 and I-95 capacity; 
• Improved study area travel times and delay reduction. 

The second, italicized project purpose was accomplished with the re-routing of I-95 in Pennsylvania over 
the new flyovers, east along the PA Turnpike, across the Delaware River Bridge of the NJ Turnpike 
Connector to New Jersey, east along the connector to NJ Turnpike Exit 6 and then north along the NJ 
Turnpike. See Figure 1. The previous section of I-95 north of the new interchange continues to serve 
interstate traffic and be maintained to Interstate standards but required a new route designation (I-295). 

All the other 2003 project purpose statements are still applicable to the remaining sections (Stage 2 and 
Stage 3) of the overall I-95 Interchange Project: 

• Improved I-276 and I-95 linkage for system continuity 
• Additional capacity for the current I-276 and I-95 connections; 
• Additional I-276 and I-95 capacity; 
• Improved study area travel times and delay reduction. 

Upon re-evaluation of the project purpose, the following purpose is now part of the project: 

• Secure a vital link in the regional and national interstate transportation network across the 
Delaware River. 

Given the fracture that occurred in 2017, and the need to close the bridge, thereby detouring traffic for 
several weeks, this purpose has been added to the overall project’s purpose and need. Interstate I-95 is a 
major interstate along the East Coast, extending from Maine to Miami, Florida. Its overall length is 1,924 
miles and traverses through sixteen states. According to the Eastern Transportation Coalition (formerly 
the I-95 Corridor Coalition), I-95 serves 110 million people and facilitates 40 percent of the country’s gross 
domestic product.1 According to FHWA, the entire I-95 corridor sees over 72,000 vehicles daily, with a 
maximum daily traffic reaching as high as over 300,0002. The segment of I-95 in Pennsylvania carries 
roughly 160,000 vehicles per day, making it one of the busiest interstates in the state.3 

 

1.5  Need  

The 2003 project needs as documented in the FEIS included the following: 

• Inadequate I-276 and I-95 linkage for system continuity; 

• Lack of I-95 continuity through the Mid-Atlantic Region; 

• Inadequate capacity for the current I-276 and I-95 connections; 

 
1 https://tetcoalition.org/ 
2 www.fhwa.dot.gov/pressroom/fsi95.cfm 
3 www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/drivers-begin-long-commutes-following-i-95-roadway-collapse 
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• Inadequate capacity I-276 and I-95; 

• Prolonged study area travel times and delays 

Similar to the project purpose, Improved I-95 continuity through the Mid-Atlantic Region, the second 
project need, Lack of I-95 continuity through the Mid-Atlantic Region, has been satisfied with the 
completion of the flyovers that re-routed I-95 east along the PA Turnpike, across the Delaware River 
Bridge of the NJ Turnpike Connector to New Jersey, east along the connector to NJ Turnpike Exit 6 and 
then north along the NJ Turnpike. 

The remaining four needs are still considered to be applicable and traffic information has been updated, 
which still supports these needs. Additional supporting information is contained within Chapter 1 
(Purpose and Need) of the 2003 FEIS. The supporting information is still relevant and applicable. 

The project team evaluated the project’s purpose and need in light of the 2017 fracture of the existing 
Delaware River Bridge structure and how the event revealed the potential impact to traffic throughout 
the corridor and region. Consequently, the Project Team identified the following additional need: 

• Lack of service reliability/redundancy of the existing Delaware River Bridge. 

See the Updated PA Turnpike/I-95 Interchange Project Purpose and Need Report (October 2024) for full 
details. 
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Figure 1: 2003 FEIS Selected Alternative & Subsequent Interchange Improvements
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1.6 Project History  

The existing bridge opened to traffic in May 1956 and is jointly owned by the PTC and the NJTA. In 
1992, the PTC initiated environmental studies and preliminary engineering within a nine-mile 
corridor for a proposed connection of I-95 and I-276. In 2003, the FHWA finalized the FEIS and 
issued a Record of Decision (ROD). The FEIS identified three elements of the project: the Toll Plaza 
Element, Interchange Element, and Bridge Element. The ROD identified a selected alternative, 
inclusive of the three elements, as shown in Figure 1. The selected   alternative included dualization 
via construction of a new bridge to the south of the existing DRB at Milepost H-43.4 (NJTA Str. No. 
P0.00, NJDOT SI&A No. P000000) and rehabilitation of the existing bridge to enhance capacity.  

The existing bridge has an overall length of 6,571 feet and a main span of 682 feet over the river 
channel and carries two travel lanes in each direction. 

As shown in Figure 2, construction of the PA Turnpike / I-95 Interchange Project has occurred in 
stages. In 2018 the PTC and NJTA, in cooperation with PennDOT, New Jersey Department of 
Transportation (NJDOT,) FHWA, the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission (DRJTBC), and the 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC), redesignated portions of I-276 in Bucks 
County, PA and Burlington County, NJ as I-95. The redesignation included portions of I-276 
Eastbound having a new designation of I-95 Northbound, and portions of I-276 Westbound having 
a new designation of I-95 Southbound.  

Currently, due to the amount of time that has elapsed since the issuance of the ROD, concerns over 
the condition of the existing DRB after the 2017 fracture, and decisions by the PTC and NJTA to 
revisit potential alternatives, a new design approach for the DRB is being undertaken. This new 
design approach includes the identification and review of potential alternatives through a formal 
Alternatives Analysis which reconsidered DRB alternatives from the 2003 FEIS and evaluated new 
alternatives that meet the updated project purpose and need. From the Alternatives Analysis, the 
project team recommended alternatives that should move forward for further analysis as part of 
the SEIS. The current limits of the Stage 3, DRB portion of the PA Turnpike / I-95 Interchange Project 
are depicted on Figure 3. 
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 Figure 2: Project Stages and Status
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Figure 3: Stage 3 – Delaware River Bridge Project Study Area 
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1.7  Public Outreach History  

Public involvement has been a key aspect of the PA Turnpike/I-95 Interchange Project since the 
beginning in 1992 and this continued through the approval of the FEIS in June 2003. Upon issuance 
of the ROD by FHWA, the project was divided into independent sections for the purposes of final 
design and construction. Even as the overall project progresses, public engagement continues to 
play an important role.  

Collaboration with public officials, federal and state agencies, local representatives, members of 
the community, and other interested parties has occurred through a series of public interactions, 
meetings, and surveys.  

The PTC also used Agency Coordination Meetings (ACM), which are hosted by PennDOT, to inform 
federal and state resource agencies from both PA and NJ of project updates and to solicit input at 
key milestones. Agencies included:  

 

Agency Acronym Agency Acronym 

PA Department of Environmental 
Protection 

PA DEP 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration – National Marine 

Fisheries Service 
NMFS 

PA Department of Agriculture PA DA National Park Service NPS 

PA Department of Conservation & 
Natural Resources 

PA DCNR US Army Corps of Engineers USACE 

PA Game Commission PGC US Geological Survey USGC 

PA State Historic Preservation Office PA SHPO 
US Environmental Protection 

Agency 
US EPA 

PA Fish and Boat Commission PFBC US Coast Guard USCG 

NJ Department of Environmental 
Protection 

NJ DEP US Fish and Wildlife Service US FWS 

NJ State Historic Preservation Office NJ HPO  

 
A Community Advisory Committee (CAC) was formed to discuss alternatives and potential impacts, 
as well as other issues of key interest to the community representatives. The CAC was comprised 
of representatives from study area municipalities, civic associations, environmental interest groups, 
and businesses and served as a bridge between project area interests and the Project Team.  

The Project Team convened the CAC on 22 occasions during EIS development. Feedback received 
from the CAC was used to inform and enhance public engagement, including public meetings and 
hearings. Summaries of the CAC meetings can be found in the 2003 FEIS – Table VII-4. The project 
team also held more than 105 special group meetings and municipal meetings during the EIS 
process. Summaries of these meetings can be found in the 2003 FEIS - Table VII-8. 
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The PTC partnered with the Pennsylvania Economy League and the Economic Development 
Research Group to address socioeconomic impacts through an Economic Impact Study and 
Community Economic Impact Group (CEIRG). The CEIRG, comprising various stakeholders, favored 
the project after implementing impact minimization strategies. This led to further studies and 
subcommittees exploring infrastructure deficiencies and planning challenges. 

Other committees were formed to help inform the project development process. Among these 
committees were the Congestion Management System Committee, the Major Investment Study 
Committee, and the Design Advisory Committee. Additionally, the project team held various special 
interest group meetings with local municipalities. 

Throughout the project, public meetings have been held to present information, discuss project 
progress, solicit feedback, and discuss interests and concerns. Public officials’ meetings were held 
prior to each public meeting and during those times in which there was a development with the 
project. Public officials were updated on the status of the project and received copies of newspaper 
advertisements and press releases.  

The public meetings were advertised in the project newsletter, local newspapers, print and 
electronic media, display advertisements, public service announcements, news releases, and on 
the project website. These public meetings allowed attendees to review project plans and designs 
and ask the project team questions. Attendees were encouraged to provide their feedback, which 
was documented and considered as part of the project development process. To ensure inclusivity, 
translators were available to assist non-English speaking participants. Summaries of the General 
Public Meetings and Public Officials Meetings can be found in the 2003 FEIS – Table VII-1. 

The Project Team has been committed to transparency and responsiveness - providing regular 
updates and additional opportunities for community input as the project progresses. Timely 
dissemination of updates involved the use of multiple channels, including a dedicated project 
website, newsletters, fact sheets, press releases, media coordination, and the provision of public 
information binders at local libraries and the project office. 
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2. Public Involvement Coordination Plan 
2.1  Inclusion of Project in Regional, State & Local Plans 

The Coordination Plan for Public Involvement moving forward has been developed through 
collaboration between the FHWA, PTC and NJTA. This chapter describes the distribution of 
information to the public and the strategies for engaging with them. It outlines opportunities for 
requesting public feedback throughout the project development stages, including the 
establishment of the project purpose and needs and analysis of alternatives. The Coordination Plan 
will be accessible on the project's website. 

The public involvement processes for the DRB project are consistent with the requirements of NEPA 
regulations. Effective communication that is informative, timely, inclusive, and succinct is 
imperative for fostering trust and relationships with the diverse stakeholders within the community.   

The Coordination Plan is based on the following goals and associated strategies: 

• Inform and engage the people and stakeholders who live, work, and travel throughout 
the study corridor 

- Partner with local legislators, public officials and stakeholders to collect feedback, 
and prepare them with information and opportunities to provide input and assist 
with promotions.  

- Use existing regional transportation and industry organizations to share information 
and collect feedback. 

- Provide clear, concise, and consistent information for the public to understand the 
issues to be addressed through the NEPA process. 

- Share and document how public input was considered in the decision-making 
process. 

• Reduce participation barriers for communities by providing equal access to the planning 
process 

- Provide public information and engagement opportunities in PA and NJ.  

- Increase transparency and accessibility by providing a variety of ways to participate 
through traditional and grassroots outreach by using multiple communication 
channels including: 

• In-person and virtual public meetings 

• Website and web-based mapping and survey tools 

• Mobile phone-friendly engagement options 

• Pop-up meetings and tabling in low-income and minority communities 

• Translation services for products and events 

• Promotions through local community partners that offer free or low-cost 
support such as libraries, food distribution centers, places of worship, and 
grocery stores 
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• Ensure compliance with federal and state public involvement requirements 
- Comply with the NEPA, Title VI, and related laws, statutes, and Executive orders. 
- Ensure that no person is excluded from participation, denied benefits, or otherwise 

subjected to discrimination under any program or activity, based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, or disability.  

- Provide equal access to the planning process, products, and engagement 
opportunities through a variety of communications and engagement strategies that 
reduce participation barriers.  
 

2.2  Public Officials and Public Meetings 

The project team intends to host a series of public meetings and public officials’ meetings as part 
of the project development process. To date, the team has held one round of meetings: 

• Virtual public officials meeting on February 27, 2025  
• Virtual public meeting on March 12, 2025 
• In-person open house in Pennsylvania on March 19, 2025 
• In-person open house in New Jersey on March 20, 2025 

The purpose of the meetings was to provide an overview of the project history, purpose and need, 
status of the overall I-95 project, anticipated environmental and engineering processes, and future 
public involvement opportunities. A 30-day public comment period was also provided to receive 
feedback on the proposed project. 

Future public officials’ meetings will be virtual and conducted at least 2 weeks in advance of all 
public meetings. Updated project information will be provided to the public officials prior to the 
meetings to allow sufficient time to review. 

These meetings will provide updates on the project and answer questions. Project information will 
be provided to the public officials to understand how the proposed project could potentially affect 
their constituents. These meetings allow public officials to learn about the project and, in turn, 
answer questions their constituents may have. 

Public meetings will be held in person in both PA and NJ. Additionally, a virtual public meeting will 
be held in advance of the in-person meetings to provide as much opportunity for engagement as 
possible.  

Three additional rounds of public meetings will be held to present and request feedback on:  

1. Public Scoping Meeting – Results of Alternatives Analysis, Project Area Environmental 
Resources, Alternatives Recommended for Detailed Review, SEIS Process 

2. Alternatives Advanced for Detailed Review, Resources and Potential Effects 

3. Public Hearing – Detailed Alternatives and Identification of Preferred Alternative, 
Potential Effects and Proposed Mitigation, Public Testimony 
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2.3 Public Hearings 

Public hearings will be held in both PA and NJ to present the results of the preliminary engineering 
and environmental studies and present the recommended preferred alternative. The public 
hearings will be held no less than 15 days after the draft SEIS is made available for public and agency 
review.4 The public hearing will also be held virtually for those that cannot attend in person. The 
team will make accommodations to ensure all meeting materials can be viewed by those who 
choose to attend virtually. Instructions on how to provide written comments will also be made 
available. 
The public hearing will be advertised in the newspaper at least one month before the hearing. The 
hearing will be advertised through other means, as well. There will be an opportunity for both 
written and oral comments. Attendees will have an opportunity to provide oral comments 
(testimony) at the public hearing either publicly or privately. Stenographers will record the oral 
testimony and a transcript will become part of the project record. 

It is anticipated that the public hearing will occur in Summer 2026. 

 

2.4  Stakeholder Identification and Outreach Tools & Strategies 

In addition to public meetings and hearings, the following outreach tools and strategies will 
accomplish the plan's objectives. 
 

2.4.1 Tribes and Nations Outreach 

The PTC, NJTA, PennDOT and FHWA - PA Division, identified seven federally recognized Tribes 
and Nations that are likely to have an interest in the project. Each federally recognized tribe and 
nation is sovereign. Therefore, the FHWA, as part of the federal government, engages in 
government-to-government relations with the tribes and nations.  

FHWA has delegated Section 106 consultation responsibilities to PennDOT, with the consent of 
the tribes and nations noted below. PennDOT is responsible for initiating consultation with 
tribes and nations on a project-specific basis, transmitting documentation and information, and 
determining their level of interest in a project. In coordination with the PTC and NJTA, PennDOT 
has initiated consultation with the following tribes and nations who have ancestral and cultural 
ties to this area: 

• Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 

• Delaware Nation, Oklahoma 

• Delaware Tribe of Indians, Oklahoma 

• Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 

• Shawnee Tribe 

• Stockbridge-Munsee Community, Wisconsin 

• Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 

 
4 The comment period for public review of the SEIS will be 45 days. 
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The Project Team will work closely with PennDOT’s Cultural Resource Professionals through 
PennDOT’s PATH to ensure compliance with PennDOT’s Cultural Resources Handbook 
(Publication 689).  

More details on this consultation may be found in the Agency Coordination Plan.  

2.4.2 Community Assessment Outreach 

The Project Team used census data and current tools to determine the communities present 
within the project area. A Socioeconomic Existing Conditions Report was prepared to document 
the findings.  The information collected will be used to tailor outreach to encourage community 
engagement and participation in the project development process. Feedback received will be 
used as part of a community impact assessment (or similar evaluation) to identify potential 
effects and mitigation, as appropriate. All mitigation measures would be documented as part of 
the SEIS and ROD. 

The following tools will be used to reach out to the communities within the project area: 

• In-person & Virtual Public Meetings 

• Website and web-based mapping and public survey tools 

• Mobile phone-friendly engagement options 

• Pop-up meetings and tabling in communities 

• Translation services for products and events 

• Promotions through local community partners such as libraries, food distribution 
centers, places of worship, and grocery stores 

2.4.3 Meetings with Stakeholders 

The Project Team anticipates holding several stakeholder meetings at key milestones during the 
project development process. Stakeholders may also request meetings with the project team 
by contacting the project manager via phone call, email, or letter.5 . All  meetings will be 
documented and included in the Public Outreach technical files. The key target audiences 
identified to date include: 

• Legislators and Public Officials 

• Stakeholders 

- DVRPC – Regional Technical Committee/DOTs 

- Human Service Organizations & Places of Worship  

- First Responders/EMS/Hazmat/Towing 

- Healthcare Facilities 

- School Districts (Charter)/Special Education/Higher Education Institutions 

 
5 It will be at the discretion of the project manager whether a formal meeting is necessary or if the issue(s) can be resolved 
through informal discussions. 
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- Freight Organizations/Providers 

- Environmental Agencies/Organizations 

• Study Area Property Owners and Community Organizations 

• Local and Regional Businesses and Industries 

• Commuters 
 

2.4.4 Project Website 

A project-specific micro-site will be broken out from the original DRB page on the I-95 
Interchange Project website. It will be updated throughout the project and serve as the landing 
page. A link to the website will also be posted on the PTC and NJTA’s project sites.  

Website content may include, but not be limited to the following: 

• Study fact sheets, updates, and public information materials, including public meeting 
dates 

• Study photos or videos 

• Meeting announcements 

• Media releases 

• Visualization (e.g., renderings, drawings, maps, photos, videos) to provide visual 
examples of projects or concepts) 

• Study reports, as appropriate 

• Study milestones and schedule 

• Contact information  

• Online form(s) to gather contact information and feedback 

• Important website links 

• On-Demand Virtual Public Meetings 

• Public Surveys 

All feedback and any associated responses provided via the website will be recorded and 
included in the stakeholder tracking log and included in technical reports and the project record, 
as appropriate. 

2.4.5 Scoping Meetings 

The PTC and the NJTA will host Public Scoping Meetings in PA and NJ, which will be held shortly 
after the publication of the Notice of Intent to Prepare a SEIS. Scoping is an open process which 
provides the opportunity for the public to learn more about the proposed project and identify 
significant environmental issues for consideration during the development of the SEIS. While 
scoping meetings are not required as part of the SEIS process, FHWA has requested that they 
be held as part of the DRB project.  
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Note that the project team will also hold an Agency Scoping Meeting. Additional information 
on the agency scoping meeting can be found in the Agency Coordination Plan. 

Scoping meetings are anticipated for fall 2025. 

2.4.6 Interactive Surveys and Comment Forms 

The PTC and the NJTA have completed a direct mailing of approximately 15,000 postcards to 
promote an online public survey in a two-mile catchment area surrounding the DRB. The direct 
mail postcards were distributed through Every Door Direct U.S. Mail system to reach all 
households and businesses in the two-mile catchment area. The postcard included Spanish, 
Chinese, and Russian language taglines, based on a review of the census tracts demographics. 
The average response to direct mail postcard promotions is 2%-5% based on industry standards 
for community engagement and public involvement. 

The public survey was available from November 25, 2024 to January 10, 2025. A total of 1,281 
surveys were completed, with 988 surveys completed by PA residents and 284 surveys 
completed by NJ residents. The largest group of respondents were local residents and 
commuters. Most respondents are crossing the DRB for personal and recreational reasons and 
have concerns with traffic/congestion, bridge safety and bicycle/pedestrian restrictions. 

Future online surveys will be administered through Social Pinpoint  which provides users the 
opportunity to complete the survey by desktop, laptop, tablets, and mobile platforms with full 
multilingual capabilities to ensure there are no barriers to completion. Social Pinpoint allows 
filters and data mining to extract useful information and identify whether participants are local, 
nearby, or distant. It can also host surveys, images, GIS information, maps, plans, aerial photos, 
and photos to articulate issues and questions to the community. Advanced reporting techniques 
include an engagement dashboard, mapping report, survey/engagement reports, comparison 
reporting, sentiment analysis, and CSV export. Visitors to Social Pinpoint can start discussion 
boards to communicate with other visitors to the site.  

The team may also use online comment forms as part of open houses or to collect feedback. 
Additionally, surveys and comment forms will be made available in hardcopy  for those with 
limited internet access. 

2.4.7 Public Meeting and Hearing Notifications 

Notifications for all stakeholder public meetings and hearings will include, but not be limited to: 

• Newspaper advertisements  

• Direct mail invitations 

• Electronic and social media 

• Targeted media relations 

2.4.8 Stakeholder Database 

The Project Team will maintain a database of stakeholders interested in receiving updates about 
the DRB Project. The database will include residents, businesses, neighborhood groups, public 
officials, professional membership organizations, and other stakeholders. The Project Team will 
grow the database by offering meeting and event attendees the option to sign up for updates. 
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Visitors to the website can also sign up for email updates. Email updates will be sent via 
Constant Contact (E-News blasts).  

2.4.9 Media 

The PTC and NJTA will promote the widespread dissemination of information by engaging 
reporters and soliciting media coverage, distributing news releases, and coordinating special 
events. The project team will engage NJTA Press Office prior to any outreach.  

The primary media (digital and print) outlets include: 

• Philadelphia Inquirer 

• South Jersey Times 

• Times of Trenton 

• Burlington County Times 

• Philadelphia Inquirer 

• Bucks County Courier Times 

• El Sol Latino Newspaper 

2.4.10 Social Media 

The Project Team will coordinate with the respective PTC and NJTA communications and media 
relations offices to use their existing Facebook, X (Twitter), Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube 
accounts to provide project update links and meeting invitations. The Project Team will also 
partner with local municipalities to post information to their respective social media accounts 
as available and appropriate. 

2.4.11 Demographic Data 

The PTC and NJTA will ask meeting participants and survey-takers to voluntarily provide 
demographic data, including age, race/ethnicity, zip code, etc. This information will help to 
gauge the level of public involvement compared with overall demographics for the project study 
area to ensure a broad cross-section of people are participating.  

2.4.12 Project Document Repositories 

The PTC and NJTA will ask municipal offices and libraries within the vicinity of the project area 
to serve as repositories for project documents, including SEIS documents for those who may 
not have internet access or prefer reviewing the documents in hardcopy. The repositories will 
enable members of the public to examine project documents, independent of computer or 
internet access. Any interactive survey materials will also be printed and made available at the 
repository locations so community members can complete the paper surveys.  

2.5  Noise Workshops 

The FHWA's regulation on highway traffic noise requires a noise study when building new highways 
or changing or expanding existing ones. Noise abatement measures would be considered based on 
the findings of the study.  
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Given the scope of the project, a traffic noise analysis is anticipated. This analysis will determine 
whether noise abatement is “warranted, reasonable, and feasible”. In other words, the noise 
analysis process will help the project team determine whether noise abatement should be 
incorporated into the project and, if so, the location, size, and aesthetics of the abatement. 

As part of that process, if the project does require noise abatement, the PTC and NJTA will host 
noise workshops for “impacted receptors” (owners of properties with anticipated noise impacts) to 
learn about the noise study, the anticipated noise levels, and the options for noise abatement. 
Workshop participants would then vote on proposed noise abatement measures in their area, with 
the majority vote determining the outcome. 

Note that noise workshops, if necessary, will be held during the Final Design phase of the project. 
Impacted property owners would be invited by mail and/or email to participate in the workshop. 
The workshops will typically be held in person at a convenient, accessible location within the project 
study area.  

2.6 Section 404 Permit Public Comment  

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act establishes a national program to regulate the discharge of 
dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, including wetlands. Section 404 requires a 
permit before dredged or fill material may be discharged into waters of the United States. Proposed 
activities are regulated under a permit review process through the United State Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE). The USACE evaluates permit applications for the environmental criteria set forth 
in the Clean Water Act Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines, which includes consideration of significant 
adverse effects of the discharge on human health and wildlife, as well as a public interest review. 
Additionally, PA and NJ have state regulations governing waterway and wetland encroachments and 
alterations, including Title 25 Chapter 105 in Pennsylvania and Title 7 Chapter 7 in NJ, that require 
project review by state environmental agencies. 

This project utilizes a merged NEPA/Section 404 process in which the environmental document 
serves as the NEPA decision-making document and the Section 404 permit application. Therefore, 
the public hearing requirements for both NEPA and Section 404 would be covered with joint public 
hearings in PA and NJ during which the public can comment on the Section 404 permit application. 
The PTC, NJTA, and FHWA will coordinate with the USACE, PADEP, and NJDEP during project 
development to ensure the project meets applicable regulatory requirements and enable a timely 
permit review process. 

2.7 Navigation Impact Report (NIR) Public Comment 

Under the jurisdiction of the United States Coast Guard (USCG), the Delaware River is defined as a 
“navigable water of the United States”. A Navigation Impact Report (NIR), which documents the 
navigation evaluation of the proposed river crossing, has been submitted to the USCG, which has 
since determined it to be ‘complete’. The report is intended to satisfy permitting provisions found 
in the 2014 Memorandum of Understanding between the US Coast Guard, the FHWA, the Federal 
Transit Administration, and the Federal Railroad Administration. The report is formatted in response 
to Appendix A of the US Coast Guard Bridge Permit Application Guide (COMDTPUB P16591.3D). 
The USCG has published the NIR for a 30-day public review and will provide any comments received 
to the project team. 
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3. Notice of Intent 
The SEIS process begins with the publication of a Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare a SEIS for a 
particular proposal. The NOI is published in the Federal Register by the lead federal agency and 
provides basic information on the proposed action in preparation for the scoping process. The NOI 
notifies all agencies, Tribes and Nations, public officials, and members of the public about the 
proposed action and identifies the issues that should be analyzed.  

Additional supplementary information is also included with the NOI and includes a brief description 
of the proposed action and the alternatives moving forward into detailed evaluation. It also 
describes the agency's proposed scoping process, including meetings and how the public can get 
involved. The NOI also contains an agency point of contact who can answer questions about the 
proposed action and the NEPA process.  

An NOI to prepare a SEIS for the PA Turnpike / I-95 Interchange Project is anticipated to be published 
in the Federal Register in Spring 2026. 


